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New ways to access Asian market sectors: FTSE launches new Asian sector indices 

Hong Kong, Tokyo, Sydney, 31 March 2009:  FTSE Group, the award-winning global index provider, today announces the launch of the new FTSE Asian Sectors Index Series; designed to support thematic Asian investment strategies.   Through consultation with market participants FTSE Asia Research has developed a series offering investors a transparent and cost efficient exposure to Asian sector index strategies.
The new series will support enhanced strategies such as sector rotation and long/short sector plays enabling the  creation  of structured products, index funds and exchange traded funds (ETFs),
The FTSE Asian Sectors Index Series consists of 18 tradable indices, each sector index being derived from the individual subsectors of the Industry Classification Benchmark (ICB), the global standard developed in partnership with FTSE Group and Dow Jones Indexes. The new series is based on constituents of FTSE Asia Pacific Index which covers the large and mid cap stocks from China, Hong Kong SAR, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan and Thailand; and contains the following indices:
	FTSE Asian Autos and Trucks Index
	FTSE Asian Marine Transportation Index

	FTSE Asian Banks Index
	FTSE Asian Oil & Gas Index

	FTSE Asian Basic Resources Index
	FTSE Asian Personal & Household Goods Index

	FTSE Asian Chemicals Index
	FTSE Asian Property Index

	FTSE Asian Construction & Materials Index
	FTSE Asian Retail Index

	FTSE Asian Financial Services Index
	FTSE Asian Technology Index

	FTSE Asian Food & Beverage Index
	FTSE Asian Telecommunications Index

	FTSE Asian Health Care Index
	FTSE Asian Travel, Leisure & Media Index

	FTSE Asian Industrial Goods & Services Index
	FTSE Asian Utilities Index


Jamie Perrett, Head of Quantitative Research, Asia Pacific for FTSE Group said “We are seeing evidence of increased investor appetite for sectorial plays, against a background of high volatility in regional equities markets. We are pleased to provide a consistent and tradable performance benchmark across Asian sectors which can be used as a building block for sectorial asset allocation strategies.”
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Notes to Editors

About FTSE Group

FTSE Group (“FTSE”) is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. With offices in Boston, Beijing, London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Madrid, New York, Paris, San Francisco, Sydney, Shanghai and Tokyo, FTSE works with investors in 77 countries globally.  It calculates and manages a comprehensive range of equity, fixed income, real estate and investment strategy indices, on both a standard and custom basis. The company has collaborative arrangements with a number of stock exchanges, trade bodies and asset class specialists around the world. 

FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds.
