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FTSE Group extends indexing services to Italian equity market 

London, New York, Hong Kong, Sydney, Tokyo: 01 June 2009: Global index provider FTSE Group (“FTSE”) today extends its domestic coverage of developed markets with the introduction of a new specially designed index series for the Italian equity market, the FTSE Italia Series.  The FTSE Italia Series offers international and domestic investors new opportunities to track, analyse and invest in Italy’s dynamic equity market.
FTSE is proud to be selected by Borsa Italiana as its preferred index provider, and to assume responsibility for its blue chip index, now known as FTSE MIB. Alongside this world famous market indicator, FTSE has also designed and introduced an integrated set of new indices, which replace the former Borsa Italiana informative indices. From today, detailed Italian market data, calculated in line with current international standards and covering a range of defined segments and sectors will be distributed globally on a real-time and end of day basis.

To further support market participants and attract international investor attention to the Italian market, FTSE has also opened a new office in Milan, to allow it to work closely with Italian market participants. Southern Europe Director, Pito Nadal, will head this office and assume day to day responsibility for FTSE’s presence in the country.

Commenting on today’s news, Chris Broad, FTSE Chief Operating Officer said “FTSE aims to be the number one index provider worldwide. We are delighted to have this opportunity to work closely with market participants in Italy and to developing innovative new index tools to meet their requirements.”
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About FTSE Group

FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. With offices in Beijing, London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco, Boston, Shanghai and Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 77 countries worldwide.  It calculates and manages the FTSE Global Equity Index Series, which includes world-recognized indexes ranging from the FTSE All-World Index, the FTSE4Good series and the FTSEurofirst Index series, as well as domestic indexes such as the prestigious FTSE 100. The company has collaborative arrangements with the Athens, AMEX, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg London, Madrid, NASDAQ and Taiwan exchanges, as well as Nomura Securities, Hang Seng and Xinhua Finance of China. FTSE also has a collaborative agreement with Dow Jones Indexes to develop a single sector classification system for global investors.

FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. Independent committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced practitioners review all changes to the indexes to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias.  Real-time FTSE indexes are calculated on systems managed by Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are supplied by Reuters.  
